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Gomprecht and Benesch Building 1901 
320 North Eutaw Street 
Private 

The Gomprecht and Benesch Building is a good example of an early 20th 
century retail store building. It closely resembles the Bernheimer 
Brothers Annex (B-2314) on West Fayette Street, suggesting that both 
buildings were designed by the same architect, Charles E. Cassell. 
Gomprecht and Benesch and its predecessor company, Eutaw Furniture 
Company, were located on the site from 1883 until 1962. 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey No. B-2264 

Magi N o . 0 4 2 2 6 4 5 7 1 1 

DOE ye s M I O 

| B N 3 I H G ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

historic Gomprecht and Benesch B u i l d i n g 

and/or common Maran P r i n t i n g S e r v i c e s 

2. Location 
street & number 3 2 ° N o r t h Eutaw S t r e e t 

city, town B a l t i m o r e vicinity of 

state Maryland c o u n t y 

3. Classification 

congressional district 

_ not for publication 

3rd 

Category 
district 

x building(s) 
structure 
site 

^+. _ object 

Ownership 
. public 

x_ private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

x not a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
j * . occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
_x yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

x commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s of a l l owners) 

name Maurice K. Annenberg etal 

street & number 320 Nor th Eutaw S t r e e t telephone no. 

city, town B a l t i m o r e state and zip code Maryland 21201 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. B a l t i m o r e C i t y Cour thouse l i b e r JFC 1309 

street & number Fayette and Calvert Streets f o l i o 
279 

city, town B a l t i m o r e state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Baltimore Retail District Survey 

date 1980 x federal state county x local 

repository for survey records Commission f o r H i s t o r i c a l and A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n 

city, town B a l t i m o r e state Mary land 



7. Description 
Survey No. B-2264 

Condition 
excellent 

x good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

x altered 

Check one 
x original site 

moved date o f move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

SUMMARY: 

The Gomprecht and Benesch Building is a six-story brick commercial building 
in a Renaissance Revival style erected in 1901 on the west side of North 
Butaw Street about 100 feet south of West Mulberry Street in central Baltimore, 
Maryland. The five-bay facade has large industrial plate glass vertical pivot 
windows flanked by Ionic and Corinthian columns. The heavy overhanging cornice 
has dentils, foliated modillions, and lion heads. The Roman brick side piers 
have medallions and lion heads below the intermediate cornice. The street 
level storefront is altered and consists of plate glass windows across the 
entire front flanked by polished granite panels at the sides. The entrance 
has been relocated to the north elevation. The building is occupied by a 
printing service. 

General Description: 

The building has six stories, a flat sloping roof, and an elaborate columned 
facade. The first story storefront is altered. Between polished granite 
piers, a slightly projecting window wall extends across the front. The entrance 
has been shifted to the north elevation, formerly a party wall but now partially 
exposed by the setback of the modern adjoining building. The original 
transom is recessed behind an awning framework. Above the transom is a sign 
panel bearing the name of the current occupant Maran Printing Services, and the 
street number. Flanking the sign panel on each pier is a lion head above a 
rectangular medallion. , . ,, 

The upper facade is virtually unaltered Roman brick piers frame the bays. The 
facade is horizontally divided into two ranks of columns extending through 
two stories. The lower rank is Ionic and the upper is Corinthian. Each 
floor has three-part vertical pivoting plate glass windows. An intermediary 
cornice separates the fifth and sixth stories. Just below the cornice on 
the side piers are scrolled medallions. The sixth story has pairs of deeply 
recessed single pane windows which appear to have modern aluminum frames. 
The transoms are small and have multiple lights. Brick piers separate the 
windows, alternating with larger piers between each pair. The side piers 
have lion heads and lozenge medallions. The main cornice has a wide overhang 
with foliated modillions, dentils, and lion heads. 



8. Significance Survey No. B-2264 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 

_1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 

. sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1901 Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

D _A _B XC 

_A _B _C _D _E _F 

national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

SUMMARY: . . - . . . . , . . 

The Gomprecht and Benesch Building is a good example of an early 20th century 
retail store building. It closely resembles the Bernheimer Brothers Annex 
(B-2314) on West Fayette Street, suggesting that both buildings were designed 
by the same architect, Charles E. Cassell. Gomprecht and Benesch and its 
predecessor company, Eutaw Furniture Company, were located on the site from 
1883 until 1962. 

History and Support: 

In 1883, Isaac Benesch opened a branch of his furniture store at 549-553 
North Gay Street at 316 North_ Eutaw Street, calling it the Eutaw Furniture 
Company. The business expanded into 318 North Eutaw within six years and 
in 1897, Jacob Gomprecht took over the storê  retaining the name. The original 
store was a five-story brick building. In 1901, Gomprecht took as partner 
Jesse Benesch, son of Isaac, and the firm became Gomprecht and Benesch. 

One source, The Jews of Baltimore by Isidor Blum (1910), stated the Gomprecht 
and Benesch Building was built the same year that Benesch joined the company. 
The city directories seem to support this, listing the store as 316-318 North 
Eutaw before 1900 and 316-320 after 1900, suggesting expansion to an existing 
building on the lot. The facade'sclose resemblance to the Bernheimer Brothers 
Annex on West Fayette Street suggests a common architect and about 1907 as 
the construction date. 
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9. Major B ib l iographica l References Survey No.B-2264 

Baltimore City Directories 
Baltimore: The Gateway to the South, The Liverpool of America. Mercantile 

Advancement Co., Baltimore, 1868 
Blum, Isidor, The Jews of Baltimore, 1910 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle na m» B a l t i m o r e E a s t 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A 
' JL-LJ. 

1:24000 

• i l l 
Zone Easting Northing 
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Quadrangle scale 
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F L U I I I I | | 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

co-terminous with o r i g i n a l l o t approx. 56 f t . x 140 f t . 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/title 
Janet L. Davis, Historical Preservation Analyst 

organization Comm. for Hist. & Arch. Pres. (CHAP) date Aprill, 1986 

street & number 606 Tower Suites, 118 N. Howard St. telephone (301) 396-4866 

city or town Baltimore state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature -to be-found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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c 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

B-2264 

Gomprecht and Benesch Building 
320 North Eutaw Street 

Charles E. Cassell was the architect of the building. (Morning Sun, Dec. 8, 1900) 

Janet Davis 
CHAP 
April 6, 1987 
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from: The Jews of Baltimore 
1910 

B-2264 

GOMPBECHT & BENESCH 



Baltimore Metrocenter Survey 
Market Center 
Gomprecht and Benesch Building 
320 North Eutaw Street 
B-2264 



B-2264 
Gomprecht and Benesch Building (Maran Printing Services) 
316-320 N. Eutaw Street 
Block 0576 Lot 036 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 





Gomprecnt & Benesch Building B-2264 
320 North Eutaw Street 
Market Center - Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Janet Davis 
March 1936 
Neg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust 
East elevation 





Gomprecht & Benesch 3uilding B-2264 
320 North Eutaw Street 
Market Center - Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Janet Davis 
March 19 86 
Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
Detail, east elevation and cornice 
2/2 



B-2264 

V»< 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

:Li 'if 
- - • • ' • • 

Maran Printing Servises 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Gomprecht & Benesch Home Furnishing 

2. L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

316 - 320 N. Eutaw St ree t 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Baltimore 

| j C L A S S t F I C A T K W 

Maryland 

•/» 
CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• Diitriet g f Building 

• Sit* Q| Structure 

• Object 

• Public 

63 Private 

• Both 

b 

Public Acquisition: 

• In Process 

| | Being Considered 

IS Occupied 

• Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 
in progress 

Yes: 
Jg. Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More es Appropriate) 

Q£ 

*/» 

UJ 

UJ 

«/» 

I I Agricultural 

22 Commercial 

I I Educational 

I I Entertainment 

I I Government 

• Industrial 

• Military 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

I I Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientific 

• Transportation O Comments 

• Other (Specify) . 

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S N A M E : 

S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

| S . i o C A T t O N O F I g O A L PESCRtPTION 
"• . . . . . . . H i . . . . . . . . ., , •• • • ' i i i i i i i i 4 . . . i i . i I.I....I. 

C O U R T H O U S E , REGISTRY O F D E E D S . E T C : 
Records Office Room 601 

STREET AND NUMBER: Baltimore Gity Courthouse 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Baltimore Maryland 11202 

r i t l e R e f e r e n c e ° f ..current De5d (Book & p gi*\ 
i p R R f S E N T A T t O N (N EX IST ING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 
City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1976 • Federal • Stat* • County QC Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y FOR S U R V E Y RECORDS: 

COMMISSION FOR HifT9ft&& «f 
ARCHIItUIUKAt W»|fiV4ff§^ 
Room 900 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 2 6 SOUtjt CMMWt P 



B-2264 

9. OeSCRJPTION :x :.,;x; 

CONDITION 

(Check One; 

• Excellent B3 Good • Fair Q Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed 

(Check One) 

g] Altered Q Unaltered 

(Check One) 

G Moved | g Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T » 4D O R I G I N A L (H known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This six story 5 bay building is located in^mid block and is surfaced 

in rust colored brick. A contemporary shopfront of six panels has no 

door since the entrance is on the right side wall of the building, re­

cessed from the street. There is a retractable canvas awning. Above 

the shopfront, the tops of two slender columns and a row of transoms 

can be seen, remnants of the original first floor facade. Also visible 

are two large lion heads on the end pilasters and the sign board for the 

company. 

The second and 3rd floor windows are recessed behind a screen of four 

ionic columns. The two floors of windows are separated,by'a plain, 

horizontal band. Each window consists of a large central pivoting panel 

flanked by two narrow lights, and three transoms which conform in width 

to the lower panes. The interior of the end walls of the window recess 

are each ornamented with a matching pilaster. Above the columns and pi-

cV. 
lasters is a simple molded arlfcitrave, and above that a band of the same 

brick which frames the recess on the sides. 

The fourth and fifth floors are treated in a similar manner except that 

the column and pilasters are corinthian. The end pilasters are ornamented 

with scrolled cartouches and above them appears a narrow dentiled cornice. 

The 6th floor windows rest directly on their cornice and appear in recessed 

pairs. They are separated by brick pilasters. Each window consists of a 

single pane with a transom of small square panes. The end pilasters are 
* if • 

each ornamented by 2 narrow^pilasters {similar to those between the windows) 

and an oval medallion surmounted by a lion head. 

The huge cornice has dentils, scrolled brackets and mere lions heads. 



1 B-2264 

i. smwtemm 
PERIOD (Check One or Mora aa Appropriate) 

• Pre-Columbian • '6th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

*£] 19th Century 
a/ 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) l]0\ 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Abor iginal 

1 1 Prehistoric 

• Historic 

[~1 Agriculture 

I 1 Architecture 

a *« 
f~l Commerce 

[~1 Communicotions 

1 I Conservation 

[~1 Education 

n Engineering 

1 I Industry 

[H Invention 

1 1 Landscape 

Architecture 

[~1 Literature 

• Military 

• Music 

a 
a 

n 
• 
a 

D 

• 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Social/Human­

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

1 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Two layers of 2 story Corinthian columns accent the massiveness of t h i s 

s t ruc ture . Lion's Heads and Cartouches lend some delicacy to an other­

wise powering facade. 

. • 

• 

PS-709 
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Bf&LlOGRAPHlCAt. REFERENCES • • • " • • 

. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL, DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

CORNER 

NW 

NE 
SE 

_SXL 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o > • 

LONGI T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND Tl T L E : Planning Assistants 

ORGAN,zATic&MMlSSION FOR HISTORICAL & 
*atHITECTURAL PRESERVATION 

1976 

STREET ANDHaQpfRgOQ-

2 5 Smith Calvert St 
C I T Y OR TO 

"BiaJtirnore, Md 2 1 2 0 2 

12, uState Liaison Officer Review; (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National Q State Q Local n 

Signature 
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